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68 TH  ANNUAL  CELEBRATI ON OF

THE  ADDOLORATA
The Addolorata Society will celebrate their 68 th  an niversary 

on Sunday, September 21, 2008.  The beautiful statue of 
Mary portrayed as the Addolorata – Our Lady of Sorrows – 
made its !  rs t entrance into our parish on March 16, 1940.  
The statue of Our Lady of Sorrows was purchased and 
delivered from Sicily in 1939 using funds collected from the 
S’Elia community in San Diego and is beautifully displayed 
on the left side of the altar.

The Addolorata Society represents the involvement and 
devotion of the entire Italian community in San Diego.  
Since 1940, Our Lady of Sorrows has been the center of our 
society’s annual Festa, celebrated on the third Sunday of 
September each year.  The Festa includes a special Mass in 
honor of the Blessed Mother (scheduled at 10:30 a.m.) and 
an afternoon procession (scheduled at 2:30 p.m.) through 
the streets of “Little Italy” to the Embarcadero.  Everyone is 
invited to be part of the celebration and encouraged to join 
the society.  If interested, please contact the Addolorata 
Society President, Beatrice Tarantino (619) 287-6455.



STEPHEN  O’R IORD AN

ORDAINED  D EACON

In J une 2007 OL R Parish joyfully 
welcomed Deacon Nick  Am icone.  This 
year we are once again blessed by a 
Diaconate Ordination.  On Friday, 
June 6, 2008, Stephen O’ Riordan was 
ordained for service in the Order of 
Deacons by the Most Rev. Robert H. 
Brom, DD, Bishop of San Diego.  The 
ordination too k  pl ace at St. Margaret 
Church in Oceanside, CA.

For the past several years, Stephen 
has served every Sunday during the 7:30, 
9:00 and 10:30 Masses, supervising 
also the Altar Servers.

Stephen was born in Los Angeles and 
moved to San Diego in 1971.  During 
his graduate school at UCSD, Stephen 
met Vick ie in an Art History class.  It 
was love at !  rs t site.  Naturally, Vickie, 
a San!  li ppo, k new how to coo k  a good meal and that was also a blessing.  Stephen 
and Vick ie celebrated their 25 th  An niversary on April 15, 2008.  They have two sons, 
Jak e and Simon.  Jak e lives in New York C ity and is involved in the Arts.  Simon 
will be a senior at Seattle University where he is majoring in History and Theology.  
Stephen and Vickie are both Art Curators in the UCSD Libraries.

Vick ie was raised Catholic in the diocese of San Diego.  Stephen was born Lutheran 
and came into the Catholic C hurch when he married Vick ie.  Stephen and Vick ie have 
served OL R as le ctors and e xtraordinary ministers.  Both are members of the Parish 
Council and the liturgy committee.

During formation, both Stephen and Vick ie were on Bishop Brom’s altar server 
team and served at many diocesan wide liturgies where they e xperienced the diversity 
of the local Church.  Formation has ta ken both Stephen and Vick ie to many new and 
grace !  lle d areas and directions, including ; th e diocese’s !  rs t parish based marriage 
preparation class, prison, hospice and hospital ministries, as well as four years of 
study in theology and Church history.

On Sunday, June 8, at 10:30 AM Mass, Stephen served as Deacon of the Mass for 
the !  rs t time at OL R.  A reception followed in the Parish Hall for all present at the 
Mass.

Our parish congratulates Deacon Stephen, his wife Vick ie and children, and offers 
prayers for a successful ministry in our midst.



I N M EMORIAM

MARY J ANE  DENTONE

1950 - 2008

Mary J . Dentone was invited 
home by the Lord on June 2, 
2008.  Mary had a long !  ve 
year battle against leu kemia 
and other complications ; sh e 
found strength in her faith 
and her family’s love.

Mary was a lady of strong 
Catholic principles that she 
upheld in her committed 
dedication to Church and 
family.  For 35 years, Mary 
was a faithful and ef!  ci ent 
secretary at Our Lady of the 
Rosary Parish.  Many people 
would consult her wisdom, her 
faith, and receive inspiration 

and comfort, as well as being challenged to face the dif! culties of daily life.
Mary’s of!  ce re• ected her many devotions, showing special honors to 

the Blessed Mother and Saint Th érèse de Lisieu x (known as “The Little 
Flower of Jesus”).  Mementos from her son Andy’s grammar school at St. 
Charles Borromeo in Point Loma were part of t he decoration she display ed 
with pride, along with St. Augustine High School and Gonzaga U niversity in 
Spokane, W ashington – Andy’s Alma Mater.  A poster of “I love Lucy” found 
its place in the midst of the cabinets.  Mary’s laugh was pleasant, strong, 
and contagious.

Mary graduated from Rosary H igh School where, during her junior year, 
she met John Dentone – he would become the lov e of her life and they 
married in 1968.  Boo kstores and Hallmark C ard stores were her favorites ; 
she always found the right card for everyone’s birthday, anniversary, or 
special occasion.

During the agony of the last few months, Holy C ommunion was Mary’s 
strength, comfort, and hope.  A pla que on the Memorial Wall of Our Lady of 
the R osary Parish says it all about Mary Dentone:  “Wife, Mother, Daughter, 
Friend, Secretary.”



19 TH  ANNUAL  AMICI  BALL
BY MARCIA  BUOMPENSIERO

The Amici (“Amici” means friends in Italian) of Our 
Lady of the Rosary Catholic Church , celebrates annually 
with a gala event called The Amici Ball. It is an evening 
of good food, great music and the opportunity for friends 
to build fond memories.   This year, the 19th annual 
Amici Ball will be held: Saturday September 27 th  at  th e 
Sheraton Hotel &  Ma rina on Harbor Island from 5:30pm 
– 12:00 Midnight.

Eighty-plus years is a long time !  Th e history of our 
beautiful church cannot only be calculated in the span of 
years since 1923 when immigrant families sought a place 
to worship and laid the cornerstones both !  gu ratively and 
literally.  Our history is established in the generations of 
families who have gathered and celebrated the landmar k 
events in their lives – Baptisms, First Communions, 
Con! rmations, W eddings, and Funerals.  Each family has 
left its mar k  an d we marvel at the sense of their presence 
that we e xperience whenever we visit our beautiful church 
home.  

Not only has OL R earned its place in the registry of 
historical buildings in San Diego ; bu t the history of our 
parents, grandparents and great-grandparents surrounds 
us and echoes their love.  We feel it from the familiar and 
safe haven created by the art that adorns the ceiling and 
walls as well as the magni!  cent stained glass windows, 
to the splendid altar with its statues of Our Lord and Our 
Blessed Mother and the saints.  Whether in celebratory 
occasions or in quiet solitude, the peace and joy that 
surrounds us when we enter the church resonates with 
each of us – it is etched in our hearts.  It is the sense of 
home and family that drives us to support the church in 
ways that help preserve the historical building and to ensure that future generations will 
and belonging.  

Part of the responsibility of the family is that of preparing our youth for future success, both scholastically 
and spiritually.  This has been the goal of OL R for over 80 years !  Th at is why fostering religious education and 
social responsibility for both children and adults isn’t simply a priority – it is o ur way of life.  Since 1993 we have 
contributed $84,000 to support religious education through diocesan schools and by sponsoring scho
colleges and universities for our young people who are actively involved in our parish. 

We are proud to continue the tradition of supporting this inspiring h istorical landmar
pastoral wor k  th at changes lives and builds a strong, healthy community. We are the many supporters of Our Lady of 
the Rosary Church – we are part of the community of this wonderful and blessed church family – we are its Amici



and to ensure that future generations will feel that sense of family 

f preparing our youth for future success, bot h scholastically 
at is why fostering religious education and 

social responsibility for both children and adults isn’t simply a priority – it is our way of life.  Since 1993 we have 
84,000 to support religious education through diocesan schools and by sponsoring scholarships for 

colleges and universities for our young people who are actively involved in our parish. 
e are proud to continue the tradition of supporting this inspiring historical landmar k  an d the ministries and 

e are the many supporters of Our Lady of 
hurch – we are part of the community of this wonderful and blessed church family – we are its Amici !



WORLDWIDE  M ARRIA GE ENCOUNTER

CELEBRATE S 40 TH  B IRTH DAY
An International Convention was held in Ontario, California on 

June 27-29, 2008, to celebrate 40 years of ministry to family life.  
Eight hundred and !  ft y (850) married couples from all over the world, 
250 children, 70 priests, and 3 bishops too k  pa rt at the convention, 
listening to challenging presentations on family life.  Thousands of 
people signed a large banner where the words “Forever Yours” were 
written in large print as a strong statement for lifetime commitment to 
the marriage vows between a man and a woman.

Marriage Encounter wee kends are held for couples who have good 
marriages but wish to re k indle the • am e that brought them together 
and that time and routine has dimmed.  For more information:  call 
John and Bianca Roy at (866) 473-7730 or Albert and Imelda Duenas 
at (619) 267-4245.

YES ON Proposition 8
The text of Proposition 8 is simply:

“Only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in California. ”

A YES  vote on Proposition 8 does three things:

•  Restores the de  nition  of  marriage  in  California
God himself is the author of marriage. The vocation to marriage is written in the very nature of 
man and woman as they came from the hand of the Creator.

•  Overturns  the  decision  of  the  California  Supreme  Court
On May 15, 2008 the Court ruled that to deny marriage to individuals of the same sex was 
unconstitutional. This radical change discounts the biological reality of marriage, how deeply 
embedded it is in our culture, language and laws and rede!  nes it to just mean a contractual 
agreement of partnership.

•  Secures  parental  rights  to  teach  children  about  marriage
If the Supreme Court ruling stands, public schools may have to teach children that there is no 
difference between traditional marriage and “gay marriage.”

A YES vote on Proposition 8  DOES NOT :
Take  away  any  rights  or  bene  ts  from  gay  or  lesbian  domestic  partners.

Under California’s domestic partners law (Family Code §297.5) 
they have rights and bene! ts identical to those of spouses.

“We must support traditional marriage as the source of our civilization, the foundation for a society 
that can be home to all human beings, and the re" ection of our relationship with God.”

—Statement of the California Catholic bishops, August 1, 2008



CHILDHOOD  M EMORIES  OF L ITTLE  I TALY
BY J IM  BREGANTE

How vivid are my memories of childhood play in 
Little Italy.  As very young children, we would ride our 
tricycles around the courtyard of the little cottages at 
India and Hawthorne Streets.  Later, we graduated to 
scooters and coasters.  All we needed was scrap wood, 
old wooden crates, hammer, nails, saw, and old s kates 
and we would fashion our own s kate boards which we 
called “scooters.”  Our scooters had a compartment to 
hold bubble gum, coo k ies and empty soda bottles which 
we exchanged for more soda at the Ivy Street Mar ket.

As we grew older and our mechanical s k ills improved, 
we built “coaster cars” that would resemble soap bo x 
derby coasters.  We needed hills to operate our coasters 
and there were plenty in the neighborhood as all the 
side streets sloped to the waterfront.  Prior to coasting 
down Kalmia Street hill – one of the steepest hills in the 
neighborhood – one of our friends decided to wash and 
clean his roller bearings with gasoline.  A spar k  ignited a 
! r e in the wheels and we witnessed the !  rs t run of “ Hot 
Wheels !”

There were other opportunities for play in the old 
neighborhood.  An empty lot at the corner of Columbia 
and H awthorne provided a place for us to dig holes, 
play marbles, play cowboys, and launch k ites.  After 
Christmas, the locals would burn their Christmas trees 
in that lot !  How times have changed !

Automobile traf!  c was light in those days so we 
played street football on Columbia Street, between 
Hawthorne and Ivy.  We loved to play with the older guys 
– Tony Bregante, the Busalacchi brothers (Tom, Cosmo, 
and Mario), and Jimmy N igro.  There was a small area of 
grass at the cottages on Hawthorne and India and also 
in front of the Foster &  Kleiser Billboard Company on the 
corner of India and Juniper.  We would get a tac k le football 
game going usually with all the k ids in our neighborhood 
which included Richard Bregante, my brother Augie, Phil 
and Sal Balestrieri, J im and Tom Marino, Andy Asaro, 
Vince Parisi, Raul Martine z, Dic key and Sonny Romero, 
Mario DiCola, and Nick Ingrande – to name just a few.

In time, Washington School playground and 
gymnasium became our home away from home.  We 
spent countless hours on the school’s larger !  eld playing 
baseball, over the line, football, and paddle ball.  The 
VFW sponsored a baseball team at the playground that 
would travel to other playgrounds in the vicinity – this 
was prior to the development of Little League.

Washington School produced e xceptional baseball 
players such as Andy Stagnaro and Pete Corona who 
both went on to play for the University of California at 
Berk eley.  The era also produced another outstanding 
baseball player in Fran k  SanFilippo.  In later years, a new 
group of e xcellent baseball players emerged – Tony Asaro 
went on to play in the New York Yank ee organi zation; 
Pete Gumina played for the University of Oregon ; an d 
Rudy Venz or signed a professional contract with the San 
Diego Padres.

In the later years of grammar school we would spend 
time on the waterfront and at Lane Field watching the 
San Diego Padres of the Paci!  c Boast League.  If we had 

Altar boys. L to R John Canepa, Angelo Canepa,
 Jim Bregante, Mario Busalacchi, 1945

twenty cents in our poc ket we could get into a game ; if  
our poc kets were empty we could get free passes from the 
American C leaners at India and Kalmia.  When passes were 
not available we would stand outside the ball par k  an d 
wait for foul balls ; th ose could be e xchanged for a tic ket.  
If all else failed we sometimes could sneak  in  th rough an 
opening in the fence.  We were very persistent !

We also kept busy observing the activities of people 
work ing in the neighborhood – the men who dug trenches 
using jac k  ha mmers;  work ers at Mooresteen Furniture 
Manufacturing located on the corner of India and Ivy 
Streets where upholsterers tac ked fabric onto furniture 
frames;  an d houses being moved onto the many vacant 
lots.  I don’t recall seeing new homes built from the ground 
up;  bu t I do remember seeing huge houses moving down 
the street with a wor ker straddling the roof’s pea k  an d 
moving power lines to clear the path ! 

There was also the opportunity for us to watch 
adults at play.  Watching the older men enjoy a game of 
Bocce Balls in the empty lot ne xt to what is now Mona 
Lisa’s R estaurant and Deli was an education in itself – we 
even learned a few new Italian words that our parents 
would later forbid us to repeat !

Just as many of us k ids played – we also prayed.  
Becoming an altar boy at Our Lady of the Rosary Church 
was considered to be a “rite of passage.”  The nuns at 
the Bayside Social Center trained us to become altar 
boys and to read Latin.  We spent many hours serving 
at Masses, weddings, funerals, and feast days.  This was 
our !  rs t opportunity to give service and it became a good 
foundation in preparing us to serve others.  During those 
days, the Church and Washington School had a good 
rapport and sometimes during school days we would be 
dismissed from school in order to serve funeral Masses.

Eventually, many of us too k  pa rt-time jobs in the 
neighborhood selling newspapers, delivering papers, 
moving lawns, and gathering empty soda bottles for 
a refund – anything for a buc k !  What a wonderful 
opportunity to have grown up with such an industrious 
group of kids.  What wonderful memories !
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Marcelo Arce, Alessia Crivello, Agata Gagliano, Octavio Galasso, Belle Brittany Gonzalez , Madeline 
Marie Lewis, Julia Paulina Lope z, Manuel Lope z, Tomas Miguel Mendo za, Mar k G iuseppe Minutelli, 
Nicolas Antonio Lee Nunez, Z echariah Oa kley, G iancarlo Padilla, Joseph Angelo Picone, Isabella 
Victoria R obinson, Sebastian Christopher Robinson, Y ssabela Ariana Saaib, William Staples, Julien 
Christopher-Marie Taupenot, Edgar Simon Torres, Havadez a Edith Torres, Hector Simon Torres, 

and Margarita Torres.
The children were prepared with loving dedication by Antoinette Cotton, assisted by Roseann Cefalu 

and Esther Leuzzi (pictured left), coordinator of the Religious Program.

SAVE  THE  D ATE  AND  COME  TO CELEBRATE !
September 18 - 20, 7:00 p.m.  ~ Rosary and Benediction in preparation for

OUR L ADY  OF SORROWS  F EAST  (ADDOLORATA )

September 21, 10:30 a.m.  ~ FEAST  OF OUR L ADY  OF SORROWS  (ADDOLORATA ) Mass in Italian
 2:30 p.m . ~ Procession to the Embarcadero.

September 27, 5:30 p.m.  ~ AMICI  BALL

October 5, 10:30 a.m.  ~ F EAST  OF OUR L ADY  OF THE  R OSARY ; distribution of roses.

October 12  ~ FESTA  I TALIANA  ON I NDIA  STREET

October 16 - 18, 7:00 p.m.  ~ ROSARY  AND  BENEDICTION  in preparation for FEAST  OF M ADONNA  DEL  L UME

October 19, 1:30 p.m.  ~ FEAST  OF M ADONNA  DEL  L UME  ~ Mass followed by Procession to the 
Embarcadero

October 25 ~ HALLOWEEN  PARTY  FOR  CHILDREN

November 1, 12:00 Noon – 9:00 p.m . ~ SPAGHETTI  D INNER


