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Every year
we wait for Christmas

thirsting for peace
hoping that Jesus’ birth

m ay bring love
warmth to our hearts

a will to change
an intense desire

to listen, to understand 

in order to once again
become humble children

non judgmental 
or critical

wishing for Jesus
to shine in us

like  a r ay of sunshine
and • ll us with

simplicity and love.

N.S.

Merry Christmas  and  Happy New Year
Buon Natale    e    Felice Anno Nuovo

Merry Christmas from the Parish Staff
http://elfyourself.jibjab.com/view/ZRc1PLOPzVmYVEX4SiTc



fr. paul m. marconi, c.r.s.p. golden jubilerian
Fr.  Paul Marconi will retur n t o San Diego from his  n ew 

assignme nt in Bethlehem,  Pennsylv ania t o celebrate with 
us his 50 th  Anni ver sary of Ordinatio n t o t he  Priesthood 
on Sund ay, December 28, 2008.   Fr.  Paul entered  t he 
Barnabite Seminary during high school,  an d professed his 
vow s of pover ty , obedience,  an d chastit y in October 1951.   
After junior college  in  Florence, F r.  Paul studied  t heology 
at t he Urbanianum  Ponti• cal Uni ver sity in Rome  an d was 
ordained  a priest on December 31, 1958.   Following his 
ordination, F r.  Paul was  assigned  t o t he Barnabite Community in Buffalo, New York where 
he at tended Buffalo Uni ver sity.   After  a b rief  t eaching period  at  Bishop Gibbons High 
School  in  North Towanda, New York,  an d • ve  y ears of priestly ministr y at St. James 
Parish  in  Oakville, Ontari o,  Canada, F r.  Marco ni a rri ved  at  Our Lady of  t he Rosary parish 
in San Diego  in  1968 with F r.  Peter M. Bonardi,  at  t he death of  t he pastor, Msg r.  Joseph 
N. Trivisonn o.

From 1971  t o 1985 F r.  Marconi was  t he b eloved pastor  at  Our Lady of  t he Rosary 
parish, sharing his ministr y at various  ti mes with F r.  Vince nt P osillico, F r.  John Keenan,  an d 
Fr.  Luciano Visconti.   Fr.  Paul was popular with his  a ltar  b oys, with his Ital ian b occe friends, 
and he revitalized the parish.

In 1996,  a fter  a t en y ear period  at  Fatima Shrine, Youngstown, New York, F r.  Paul 
was  assigned  t o St. Antonio de  Pala Mission,  Pala, California, where he fostered  t he 
construction of  a multi-purpose  b uilding.   In 2006 F r.  Marconi exercised his ministr y at 
Campo, California, where, with his habitual zeal  an d love for people,  an imated  t he small 
congregation.

We are  g rateful for F r.  Paul Marconi for • f ty years of service  t o t he Lord  an d his people, 
and wish him ad multos annos . 

in celebration of 
st. paul the apostle

On Sund ay, January 25, 2009,  at  10:30  a .m.,  t he Most Rev. Robert 
H. Brom, Bishop of San Dieg o,  will  b e t he main celebr ant at t he 
concelebrated Mass in honor of St. Paul the Apostle. 

The Order of  t he Barnabite Fathers  i s of• cially recognized  by  t he 
Church  as t he Order of  t he Clerics Regular of St.  Paul.   The Catholic 
world celebrates  t he y ear of St.  Paul  as decreed  by P ope Benedict 
XVI,  an d we Barnabites feel  a ver y special urgenc y t o honor our 
patron saint and guide.



an appeal to all parisnioners and friends
Eigh t y ears  ag o our parish  b orrowed from  t he Diocese of San Diego  t he sum of 

$1,200,000  t o purchase  t he ver y valuable pastoral center used for religious  in struction, 
meetings, and parish administration.

We are  t hankful for  t he  g enerosity of  t he parishioners  an d friends who ha ve  helped 
us t o reduce  t he de bt t o $200,000  an d t o p ay the  in terest.   There  are 2,141 households 
registered  in  our parish.   If 400 of  t hem would pledge $500, we would retire our de bt in 
no  ti me  an d we would  b e ab le t o g o forward with much  n eeded repairs  an d 
continue our building upkeep.

Please use  t he enclosed pledge en vel ope  an d le t y our hear t g uide  y ou 
for  t he church  y ou love.   May the Lord  an d Our Lad y gi ve  y our famil y a 
joyful Christmas and a blessed New Yea r.

 Frs. Steven, Louis, and Joseph

the death of common sense
Today, we mour n t he passing of  a b eloved old friend – Common Sense – who has  b een 

with us for many years.   No one knows for sure how old he was since his  bi rth records 
were lo ng ag o los t in b ureaucratic red  ta pe.   He will  b e remembered  as having cultivated 
such valuable lessons  as:   knowing whe n t o come  in  out of  t he rain; wh y t he earl y bi rd 
gets the worm; life isn’t alw ays fair; and m ayb e it was my fault.

Common sense li ved  by  simple, sound, •  na ncial policies – don’t spend more  t han y ou 
can earn; and reliable strategies – adults, not children, are in charge.

His health  b egan t o deteriorate rapidly when well-intentioned  b ut ove rbearing regulations 
were se t in place.   Reports of  a 6-year old  b oy charged with sexual harassment for kissing 
a classmate;  t eens suspended from school for using mout hw ash  a fter lunch;  an d a t eacher 
• red for reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened his condition.

Common sense los t g round when parents  at tacked  t eachers for do ing t he jo b t hat 
they,  t hemselves, had failed  t o do  in  discipl ining t heir unruly children.   It declined even 
further when schools were required  t o g et parental conse nt t o administer sun lotion or  an  
Elastoplas t t o a student;  b ut could  n ot in form parents whe n a stude nt b ecame pregnant 
and wanted to ha ve  an abortion.

Common sense los t t he will  t o li ve  as t he Ten Commandments  b ecame contraband, 
churches became businesses, and criminals recei ved  better treatment than their victims.

Common sense  t ook  a b eating whe n y ou couldn’t defend  y ourself from  a b urglar  in y our 
own home and the burglar could sue you for assault.  

Common sense •  na lly ga ve  up  t he will  t o li ve  a fter  a woman failed  t o realize  t hat a 
steaming cup of coffee was hot.   She spilled  a little  in  her lap  an d was promptl y a warded 
a huge settlement.

Common Sense was preceded  in  death  by  his parents, Truth  an d Trust; his wife, 
Discretion; his daughter, Responsibility;  an d his son, Reason.   He i s survi ved  by  his four 
stepbrothers, I know My Rights, I W ant it Now, Someone Else  i s t o Blame,  an d I’m  a 
Victim.  Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he was gone.



life at olr - march 2008
Traditional Feast of St. Joseph

Parish Retreat Master
Fr.  Louis M. Solcia



life at olr - march 2008
Easter Vigil

Con• rmation - April 25, 2008
by Most Rev. Salvatore J. Cordileone, DD

Auxiliary Bishop of San Diego



life at olr - september 2008
Feast of Our Lady of Sorrow



life at olr - october 2008
Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary
Crowning of our Lady ’s Statue

48 years ago....who do you know?



olr welcomes you home for christmas

Wednesday, December 24
CHRISTMAS EVE
Masses: 7:30 – 12 Noon
Confessions: 4 – 5 PM

Christmas Mass for Children: 5:30 PM
Christmas Carols (Italian & English):    

11:30 PM
Christmas Mass: 12 Midnight

Thursday, December 25
CHRISTMAS DAY  
Day of Obligation

Masses:  7:30 – 9:00 – 10:30 AM – 
12 Noon (Italian)

Sunday, December 28
10:30 AM Concelebrated Mass for the 

50 th  Anni ver sary of Priestly Ordination of 
Fr.  Paul Marconi

Wednesday, New Year’s Eve
Masses: 7:30 – 12 Noon –  5:30 PM

Thursday, January 1
FEAST OF MARY, 
MOTHER OF GOD

Masses:  7:30 – 10:30 AM - 12 Noon
 

Sunday, January 4
FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY

Masses:  7:30 – 9:00 – 10:30 AM – 
12 Noon  (Italian)

our lady’s gift shop
“Located in the Heart of Little Italy”

Downtown San Diego’s only Religious gif t s hop. In stock 
we carr y b oth me n an d women ’s g old  an d silver saints 
medals. O ver  50 different sizes  an d s ty les of Cruci• xes. 

DVD movies and Holid ay music on CD ’s.  

More  t hen 45 Nativity Sets  t hat a re sure  t o • t any and 
all price ranges. A large choice of pictures, statues,  an d 
gifts from  a ll parts of  t he world such  as Portugal, Spain, 

Columbia, Icons from Russia and best of all from Italy. 

Parking is located in the back of the Pastoral 
Center Building

Mond ay ~ Frid ay 8 AM-4:30 PM
Saturd ay 4PM - 5:15 PM, 
after Mass until 7:00PM

Sund ay 8:30 AM - 1:30PM

Phone: 619-234-4820 ext: 313

If you don’t •  n d it in our shop we will get it 
for you. We also do shipping.


