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sunday, october 4, 2009
Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary

Patroness of Our Parish

Sponsored by Our Lady of the Rosary Societies with participation of parishioners and friends.

7:30 AM ~ Mass
9:00 AM ~ Mass

10:00 AM ~ Transfer of Statues and Icons to Amici Park
11:00 AM ~ Societa del Santo Rosario Service

12:00 Noon ~ Mass at Amici Park
1:30 PM ~ Procession to the Embarcadero
3:00 PM ~ Benediction Outside Parish Hall

3:15 PM ~ Refreshments in Parish Hall

Jesus prayed, “Father, may they be one in us as you are in me and I am in you.”
John 17:21

One church, one people, one celebration for Mary our Mother!



year for the priests
Pope Benedict XVI on June 19, 2009, 

proclaimed a year for the priests in celebration 
of the 150th anniversary of the death of S. John 
Vianney, pastor of Ars in France, and patron saint 
for priests.  Pope Benedict in his letter to the 
priests offers the teaching and examples of St. 
John Vianney as a signi• cant point of reference 
for everyone.

The Curé of Ars was quite humble, yet as a 
priest he was conscious of being an immense gift 
to his people:  “A good shepherd, a pastor after 
God’s heart, is the greatest treasure which the 
good Lord can grant to a parish, and one of the 
most precious gifts of divine mercy.”  

He spoke of the priesthood as if incapable 
of fathoming the grandeur of the gift and task 
entrusted to a human creature:  “O, how great is 
the priest! … If he realized what he is, he would d ie … God obeys him:  he utters a 
few words and the Lord descends from heaven at his voice, to be contained within 
a small host ….”  

Explaining to his parishioners the importance of th e sacraments, he would say:  
“Without the Sacrament of Holy Orders, we would not  have the Lord.  Who put him 
there in that tabernacle?  The priest.  Who welcome d your soul at the beginning of 
your life?  The priest.  Who feeds your soul and gi ves it strength for its journey?  
The priest.  Who will prepare it to appear before G od, bathing it one last time in 
the blood of Jesus Christ?  The priest, always the priest.  And if this soul should 
happen to die [as a result of sin], who will raise it up, who will restore its calm and 
peace?  Again, the priest … After God, the priest i s everything? … Only in heaven 
will he fully realize what he is.”  

These words, welling up from the priestly heart of the holy pastor, might sound 
excessive.  Yet, they reveal the high esteem in whi ch he held the sacrament of 
the priesthood.  He seemed overwhelmed by a boundle ss sense of responsibility:  
“Were we to fully realize what a priest is on earth , we would die:  not of fright, 
but of love …. Without the priest, the passion and death of our Lord would be of 
no avail.  It is the priest who continues the work of redemption on earth …. What 
use would be a house • lled with gold, were there n o one to open its door?  The 
priest holds the key to the treasures of heaven:  i t is he who opens the door:  he 
is the steward of the good Lord; the administrator of his goods …. Leave a parish 
for twenty years without a priest, and they will en d by worshiping the beasts there 
…. The priest is not a priest for himself, he is a priest for you.”



very reverend
robert boguslaw kosek, c.r.s.p.
elected new provincial superior

The Right Reverend Giovanni M. Villa, Superior Gene ral of the Barnabite Fathers, 
announced on August 3, 2009, during a meeting of th e North American Barnabites, 
that the Very Reverend Robert Kosek was elected new  Provincial Superior.  Fr. 
Kosek was born in Warszawa, Poland in 1960.  He joi ned the Barnabite Fathers in 
Florence, Italy in 1984 and was ordained into the P riesthood in 1989 in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania.

Fr. Kosek received a Master of Divinity at St. Char les Seminary in Overbrook, 
Pennsylvania; a Master in Pastoral Counseling from the Moravian Theological 
Seminary in Bethlehem; and a Doctorate in Pastoral Counseling from the Loyola 
College in Baltimore, Maryland.  During the past tw enty years, Fr. Kosek had the 
opportunity to exercise his priestly ministry in hi s native Poland, in Canada, in the 
Philippines, and especially in the Diocese of Allen town, Pennsylvania.  In 1989, Fr. 
Kosek celebrated one of his • rst Masses at our Lad y of the Rosary Church.

The Very Rev. Gabriel Patil, the very active former  Provincial Superior for the 
past six years, has accepted a special assignment i n Bangalore, India.  Fr. Patil 
visited our parish several times.



twentieth annual 
amici ball

One evening in 1989, Tommy Battaglia, Joe 
Busalacchi, and Fr. Steven M. Grancini met at 
“Busalacchi’s on Fifth” and shared the idea of 
uniting the friends of Our Lady of the Rosary Parish 
for a joyful event to bene• t the historical church 
and its young people.  The idea of a friendship 
ball was born – and this is year twenty of our 
“Amici Ball.”

For the past twenty years the Amici Ball has 
become a successful tradition, contributing to the 
acquisition of the Pastoral Center on Columbia 
Street, the beauti• cation and upkeep of the church 
property, and the distribution of over $100,000 
in scholarships to young active parishioners.

This year the Amici Ball will be held on September 
26 at the Sheraton Mission Valley Hotel, 1433 
Camino del Rio South.  The celebration will start 
at 5:30 p.m. with hors d’ouvres and silent auction, 
followed by a gourmet dinner served at 7:15 p.m.  
Dancing to the Benny Holman Orchestra begins 
at 8:45 p.m. and lasts until Midnight.

The dynamic James Cardinale Hill, 2009 Chair, is 
assisted by the Permanent Chair Tommy Battaglia, 
Permanent Assistant Chair Jody Balestrieri, and 
Committee Chairs:  Angie DeCaro, Roland and Pat 
Fornataro, Joyce and Vince Lieggi, Lou Palestini,  
Alysse Turner, Tom Ventimiglia, and Tom and 
Kathy Zolezzi.

Master of Ceremonies is James Adamo, one of 
the original Amici and a faithful supporter of Our 
Lady of the Rosary parish.  

For more information and reservations please 
call (619) 234-4820.



knights of columbus
cabrillo council 2891
helping seminarians

The Knights of Columbus Cabrillo Council, No. 2891,  donated $500 to the Barnabite 
Seminarians in the Philippines.  Fr. Jecker Luego, C.R.S.P., visiting the San Diego 
community received a check from Al Duenas, Grand Kn ight of the Cabrillo Council.

Fr. Louis M. Solcia, Chaplain of the Cabrillo Counc il for the past seventeen years, 
has been instrumental in obtaining the scholarship for the Barnabite Seminarians.  In 
2007, some of Our Lady of the Rosary benefactors st arted a scholarship fund for the 
Barnabite Seminarians in the Philippines.  Contribu tions may be sent to:  Barnabite 
Fathers Marikina Seminary, 1629 Columbia Street, Sa n Diego, CA 92101.

Fr. Joe Tabigue, Fr. Jecker Luego, Fr. Steven Granc ini, Fr. Louis Solcia, and 
Grand Knight Al Duenas presents the donation to the  Marikina Seminary

Barnabite Seminarians in Tagaytay, Cavita, Philippines
In ! rst row, Frs. Cirilo Coniendo, Joselito Ortega,

Michael Sandalo and Michael Mancusi



first holy communion - may 9, 2009
The smiling children posed with Fr. Louis M. Solcia , celebrant of the Mass; 

Antoinette Cotton, class teacher; Roseanne Cefalu, assistant teacher; and Esther 
Leuzzi, religious program coordinator.

Casey Janelle Beifuss, Hailey Blue Kurtz, Natale Michael Canepa, 
Michaela Rose Castagnola, Johanna Giannone, Dominic Giordano, 
Alexandra Murphy, Mason Roach, Alexandra Ilanu Sca• di, Alexa 

Gabriela Torres, Camila Torres, Giulio Vitale and John I. Tiu.

save the date and come to 
celebrate

September 17, 18, and 19 (7:30 p.m.) ~ Feast of the  Addolorata (Our Lady 
of Sorrow) - Rosary and Benediction in preparation for the Mass on Sunday, 

September 20. 

Sunday, September 20 (10:30 a.m.) ~ Solemn Mass cel ebrating the
Feast of the Addolorata (followed by refreshments i n the Parish Hall).

Saturday, September 26 (5:30 p.m.) ~ Amici Ball, Sh eraton Mission Valley Hotel.

Sunday, October 4 ~ Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary  Parish.

Sunday, October 11 ~ Festa Italiana on India Street .

October 15, 16, and 17 (7:30 p.m.) ~ Rosary and Ben ediction in preparation of 
the Feast of Madonna del Lume.

Sunday, October 18 (1:30 p.m.) ~ Solemn Mass celebr ating the
Feast of Madonna del Lume (followed by refreshments  in the Parish Hall).



olr socializers
by ellen hogan

In January 2007, Ellen and George Hogan and Sherry Thurston approached 
Father Steve to start a  group for mature Catholic adults who like to socialize, and 
enjoy a good meal together with a few laughs.  That ’s how the OLR Socializers 
began.

The Socializers go to a variety of restaurants with  different cuisines, Solare at 
Liberty Station for Italian, Zocalo in Old Town for  Mexican, Country Kabab in Point 
Loma for Greek, Rei do Gado for Brazilian, and Clay ’s at the Hotel La Jolla for 
American cuisine and a great view.  

Father Steve has always been supportive of the grou p and encouraged us to 
continue when we only had a few people attending.  We have attracted many 
friends who share the same values and are delighted  to meet more people from 
the parish.  If you would like to get acquainted wi th other people in the parish, 
come and join us for one of our events.  Events are  posted in the Sunday bulletin.  
Come sample some great world cuisines and fun with us!

family ball 2009
On Saturday, August 15, 

the Madonna del Paradiso 
Society, the Addolorata 
society, and the Madonna 
del Lume Society gathered 
to celebrate an evening with 
“family.”  There were 305 
adults and children who 
convened at the Courtyard 
Marriott at San Diego Airport, 
Liberty Station.  The joyful 
atmosphere was similar to a 
family reunion where adults 
and children had a really 
“cool” time!

Paul and Giustina Crimi, Joe and Tina Principato, B eatrice Tarantino, and Sal 
and Leonora Zizzo, organized the family ball and co ntributed baskets for the raf" e.  
Other contributors were Chesapeake Fish Company, OL R Ladies Guild, RoseAnne 
Mangiapane, Francie Barole of Trattoria Antica, Uni ted Eurotherapy Hair Care Line, 
Mazara del Vallo Club, the musical talent of Frank Vigliaturo, and printing by 
Anthony Tarantino.

Fr. Steven surrounded by Paul and Giustina Crimi, Joe and Tina 
Principato, Beatrice Tarantino, and Sal and Leonora Zizzo.
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Oct. 4, 2009
schedule of events
v 11•a.m.•societa•del•santo•rosario•service

v noon•mass•celebrated•at•amici•park•(corner•of•state•&•date•streets)

v 1:30•p.m.•procession•through•san•diego’s•little•italy•to•the•embarcadero

v benediction•following•procession•outside•our•lady•of•the•rosary•church

v refreshments•served•after•benediction•in•the•church•hall

www.olrsd.org
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